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San Patricio is located at the center of the Corpus Christi Bay Area on the Gulf of Mexico. Naval Station Ingleside and local industries are served by a 45-foot deep ship channel and the Gulf Intercostals Waterway. The La Quinta Trade Gateway, a deepwater marine terminal currently under development, will be Texas’ newest container facility, providing cost effective connections with markets worldwide. Rail and interstate highway connectivity also link San Patricio to Mexican and U.S. markets.

San Patricio, bound by three sparkling bays, a beautiful state park beside a 21,000 acre lake and a major wildlife refuge, is a nature lover’s paradise. Premier salt water and fresh water fishing are available within minutes; birding sites attract visitors from around the world; hunting leases are prolific with game; water sports range from kite boarding to kayaking. The temperate climate with very mild winters and cooling summer breezes supports the outdoors lifestyle for which the Coastal Bend of Texas is renowned.

Linked to Corpus Christi by the beautiful Harbor Bridge, San Patricio is part of a two county MSA which celebrates being the only industrial area in the nation which has clean air, healthy bays and estuaries and plentiful water supplies. Coupled with abundant land and a young work force, San Patricio is poised to be the center of growth in the region.

The “New Texas Connection” is more than the multi-modal trade corridors from San Patricio to the world. The diverse communities of San Patricio connect families and cultures, each offering a very distinct suburban, waterfront or rural lifestyle. Treasured museums, community theaters, outdoor concerts, a symphony orchestra, art galleries and scores of community festivals delight area residents and visitors alike.

Mission Statement

The San Patricio Economic Development Corporation is an organization of public and private partners dedicated to enhancing the business environment for existing and new businesses, stimulating job growth and marketing the area to attract new businesses, residents and tourist. The organization’s primary focus is economic growth. Each initiative is directed by that focus. 

Economic Trends

San Patricio County has consistently grown in all its economic markers for the last four years. From 1999 to 2003, tourism income increased from $51,246.00 (1999) to $71,646.00 in 2003 (Chart 1).  Gross sales county wide equaled $1,283,294,483.00 in 2003 with the first two quarters reporting in 2004 up $19,572,909.00, indicating a continuous growth (Chart 2). In 2003 the county experienced a large job growth of nearly 3.03% with 2004 continuing the upward trend. (Chart 3).  The unemployment percentage of 7.1% shows the availability of workers for any prospective or expanding business.  Our labor force at the end of 2004 listed 28,128 employed and 2154 Unemployed (Chart 4).
Economic Opportunities
Hotel room for business travelers’ occupancy tops 87%.  These high occupancy rates suggest opportunity for additional rental units.  In the business category ($50.00 & up), seven new hotel chains supply the current market.  An additional unit will open Ingleside this year. 
The growth in tourism could lead to expanded opportunities.  Bed and breakfast, RV parks, fishing and hunting guides, or water sports craft rental would all do well with the appropriate business model. 

Tourism Demographics

The top leisure activities for travelers in Texas were: dining (32%), shopping (30%), sightseeing (25%), general entertainment (22%), visiting a theme/amusement park (9%), and beach/waterfront activities (7%).

The top reasons travelers take a leisure trip to or within Texas are to visit friends or relatives (36%); for a getaway weekend (16%); take a general vacation (9%) or other personal reasons. Leisure travel accounts for more than 71% of trips to and within Texas. 

Corpus Christi and surrounding counties benefit from three of the top 25 attractions that tourist, both from within and outside Texas, visit every year. These are Padre Island National Seashore, USS Lexington, and Texas State Aquarium. 

Tourism has an enormous impact to our area. For instance, we received $71 million in revenue in 2003 directly due to tourism; comparing this with our two neighboring counties of Nueces and Aransas counties, received $645 million and $65 million respectively in 2003.

Benefits from Joining SPCEDC

SPCEDC functions as a tourism recruiter. San Patricio County is strategically located to recruit tourist to our area since, if the travel by vehicle, must pass through our county in order to arrive in Nueces County. This is very important since in 2003 they received $686,463,000.00 in revenue due strictly to tourism. Your membership would directly result in funds being directed to increasing our advertising budget.
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PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP LEVELS

Individual

$125.00

Small Business 

$250.00

Corporate and Association

$500.00 - $1,000.00

Major Partner

Over $1,000

Yes, I would like to partner with the San Patricio Economic Development Corporation.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Company:  ________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Fax:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate level at which you would like to join:  ____________________________________
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San Patricio Economic Development Corporation

Mission Statement & Membership Impact
The San Patricio Economic Development Corporation is an organization of public and private partners dedicated to enhancing the business environment for existing and new businesses, stimulating job growth and marketing the area to attract new businesses, residents and tourists.  The organization’s primary focus is economic growth.  Each of the SPCEDC’s initiatives is directed by that focus.

Through membership, you will financially support and professionally impact:

· Economic focused forums for addressing common issues such as taxation, annexation, water and rail districts

· Marketing of San Patricio County

· Strategies for LaQuinta, BRAC, Transportation Infrastructure, Workforce Development and Education

· San Patricio’s membership on the CCREDC and participation in the Regional Leader’s Forum, Rural Partners, Coastal Bend Regional Tourism Council, San Patricio City Administrators Association, Ingleside Council Navy League, South Texas Facilities Task Force, Rural Leadership Forum

· Providing interface with federal and state political leaders and agencies

· Coordinating the diverse communities and interests of San Patricio County

· Establishing the SPCEDC as a major point of contact and repository of information
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Membership Guidelines 

Effective January 1, 2004

Individual - $125.00

· Dinah Bowman plaque for first year

· Stamp insert for plaque for recurring years

· Invitation to annual event

Small Business - $250.00

· Dinah Bowman plaque for first year

· Stamp insert for plaque for recurring years

· Business listing on San Patricio EDC Web site

· Invitation to annual event

Corporate/Association - $500.00 - $1,000.00

· Dinah Bowman plaque for first year

· Stamp insert for plaque for recurring years

· Business listing on San Patricio EDC Web site

· Recognition as Corporate Sponsor on Web site

· Two complimentary dinner tickets to annual event

Major Partner - $1,000.00+

· Dinah Bowman plaque for first year

· Stamp insert for plaque for recurring years

· Business listing on San Patricio EDC Web site

· Recognition as Major Partner on Web Site and at annual event

· Four complimentary dinner tickets to annual event

Special Project Partners - $1,000.00+

· Dinah Bowman plaque for first year

· Stamp insert for plaque for recurring years

· Business listing on San Patricio EDC Web site

· Recognition as Project Partner on Web Site and at annual event

-     Four complimentary dinner tickets to annual event

